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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hersden Parish Council held  
on Tuesday 11th October at 7.00 pm. At Hersden Neighbourhood Centre 

  
Present: Councillors Lynn Austin, Terry McMahan, Ross Llewellyn, Andrea Brabham and Claire Warman 
 
In attendance: CCC Cllr Georgina Glover, HPC’s Admin Assistant Lisamarie Foster, HPC’s Caretaker David Hards 
 1 member of the public 
 
131/22  Apologies for Absence and reason for absence 
  Cllr Harvey-Quirke and Cllr Marsh both send their apologies 
     

132/22  Declarations of Councilor’s interests regarding items on the Agenda 
 Cllr Brabham and Cllr Llewellyn have an interest with the Grant Application from the Community 

Centre. 

 

133/22   To approve the minutes of the following Meeting 
  
  13th September 2022 
  Proposed: Cllr Austin  
 Seconded: Cllr McMahan 
 All Agreed     

  

134/22 Matters arising not agenda items   

Cllr McMahan mentions the correspondence received from Tilly regarding her dance group and the 
possibility of them asking for further grants, this will be discussed under any other business and 
bring forward to the next meeting. 
 

  

135/22  Public discussion on items on the agenda 
  Formal part of the meeting closed and opened up to the public.   
  Nothing from the public. 
  Closed the public discussion and re-opened the meeting. 
    

136/22  KCC & CCC Cllrs reports; PCSO & Community Warden reports   

   
  CCC Cllr Georgina Glover reported Public consultations start today for the new local plan and it  
  looks like we are lucky and there isn’t a strategic site for us.  Mainly Whitstable, Herne bay and some 
  in Canterbury, should be released tonight.  There is a council tax support scheme 2023/24 accessible 
  through the website and the opportunity for you to propose somebody that has done something 
  special/outstanding within the parish. Also doing a survey at all council cemeteries to check if the 
  stones are safe, if not they will be laid flat.  Help for people having difficulty paying their rent or  
  heating, information available via the council. Canterbury partnership events have provided fruit, 
  vegetables and cookbooks. Need to make sure the elderly is made aware of these schemes.  The 
  local plan is quite radical and it’s going to raise issues, people need to consult and put views forward. 
 

  Cllr Louise Harvey- Quirke - 11th October 2022 
  This week, we have been briefed on the new Draft Local Plan. This will be released to the public this 
  week and I would encourage all to comment. 
  The consultation period for this plan will continue until January 2023, and a decision will not be  
  taken until later on next year. 
  I have asked for officers to attend meetings with Parish Councils and local residents to discuss what 
  this means for Canterbury and how every village/parish will be affected. 
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 Last week, I visited Water Meadows School, and I was thrilled to learn that the school has been 
 named as a Microsoft Showcase School for 2022-2023. I shall be attending the showcase morning on 
 8th November and look forward to seeing you there to celebrate this wonderful achievement. 
 
 I have been in discussions with some local residents about doing a community litter pick in Hersden. 
 If anyone would like to tag along, please do let me know. From discussions, I believe it will be on a 
 Sunday. 
 
 A range of pages have been added to the CCC website, that will help people with the cost-of-living 
 crisis. There is information on energy payments, cost-of-living payments, general help for 
 households, and advice on help with rent/mortgages. 
 
 Due to some absences, I have been asked to sub on other committees. This is in addition to Planning, 
 Joint Transport Board, and Full Council. If any ward-specific information comes through those 
 meetings, I will report back to you. 
 
 Finally, I attended Scrutiny Sub-Committee last week. This allowed me to raise the engine-idling signs 
 in Sturry - by the level crossing. I have asked for foliage to be cut back and the signs to be 
 maintained, making them more visible going forward. 
 
 Brief Sheriff of Canterbury Update - 
 I attended both Water Meadows and Sturry Primary Schools last week to launch my Sheriff's 
 Christmas Card competition. 
 This will allow one student from each school to design the Sheriff's Christmas cards for Christmas 
 2022.  
 The schools will be choosing a design from every year, and then I will choose the overall winning 
 design to go on the cards. 
 We will host the winners at Tower House in Canterbury, for prize-giving and photos. 
 I'm super-excited about this and can't wait to see the designs. 
 

PCSO no report, we no longer have a PCSO.  
 
Community Warden Report 7th October 2022 
I would like to introduce myself as the KCC Community Warden for Hersden & Sturry and 
surrounding areas. I am new to this role and look forward to working with you. My role as a warden 
is to support the elderly and vulnerable, foster community cohesion and wellbeing, assist with 
navigating community services and improve community resilience. 
 
Reports made via Country Eye – Fly tipping – St Albans – forwarded to Canterbury Council 
Reports to K.C.C Blocked Drains – The Firs, The Poplars, 1 Hazel Court – reply from 
K.C.C – these drains will be cleaned on the next routine maintenance. 
Reported to Parish Council - Graffiti back of bowls club, Alley way behind 43-48 St Albans 
blocked with rubbish and overgrown vegetation, gas canisters seen by the basketball court 
Graffiti in bike park. 
 
I was asked by dog walkers if any more dog bins could be placed far end of Acacia by the school? 
Attempted to contacted property management for Chislet. 
 

137/22  Chair, Cllrs, Proper Officer’s and Caretakers reports 
 
  Chair – very little to report this month other than the meeting with Persimmons, next few weeks 
  have KALC committee meetings to attend so will update next month. 
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 Cllr Warman – attended the Persimmons meeting, few issues raised, good meeting.  
  
 Cllr McMahan – attended the same Persimmons meeting, attended a joint partnership meeting with 

other Councillors to discuss the Christmas event and emergency protocol for the winter.  
   
 Cllr Llewellyn -  attended the Persimmons meeting, pleased with the engagement at the meeting.

  
 Cllr Brabham, Proper Officer –  attended both meetings previously mentioned, hadn’t had chance to 

tell Cllr Glover about the bungalows discussed, now Persimmons are fully aware of the want for 
bungalows. 
 
Caretaker – Gate fixed by St Albans, kids on quad bikes with no helmets, lots of complaints.  Nitrous 
canisters behind the ball courts, lots of broken glass, lots of graffiti in the park and on the surface on 
the bmx track and Chislet gardens. Chatted to the new community warden.  The graffiti at the back 
of the club has been cleaned. 
 
Cllr McMahan comments on how dangerous the Nitrous canisters/drugs are.  Photographs needed 
of the graffiti and canisters and this should be reported to the police, Cllr McMahan will put a post 
on the parish facebook page. 
    

138/22 Correspondence received  
  
 Claire Warman’s DPI form signed and sent to Electoral services. 
  
 Grant application bought forward from previous meeting. 
 
139/22  Planning & Enforcement Matters 
 
  CA/22/01653 24 Larch Close, second floor extension with 3 roof lights – GRANTED 
  
  CA/22/01845 261 Residential dwellings, Land to the North of Hersden – Persimmons meeting  
  covered this, put a comment forward about the bungalows, also make reference to the increased 
  amount of traffic on the A28.  Cllr Glover mentions Westbere will be putting a comment about  
  increasing the size of the station platform. 
 
 
   
140/22  Finance Matters 
 

Accounts for Payment  
 

 Banking sign off (monthly rotation) this month Cllr Brabham and Llewellyn, Cllr McMahan to sign off A 
Brabham’s payment. Cllr Warman to be set up on Banking. 

  

Payments – September 2022 

   

John Caddick Grounds Maintenance  (September)  £316.99 

David Hards September salary - £205.84 - £9.50per hour £205.84 

Lisamarie Foster 
 

September salary - £443.63 paid by s/o £9.75per hour 
Expenses: office stationery 

£443.63 
£2.75 

Signomatic Parish Noticeboard signage £122.74 

Andrea Brabham Website domain renewal 1 yr – 123 Reg £14.39 
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Bank balance as at 30th September 2022                                                                       £85,491.73 

  
Proposed: Cllr Austin   

 Seconded: Cllr McMahan  
 All agreed   

 
Cllr Brabham and Cllr Llewellyn are excluded from the Grant application funding request from the 
Community Centre for £150.00 for the oiling and maintenance of the miner statue.   
Proposed: Cllr Austin 
Seconded: Cllr Warman 
All agreed 
 

141/22 Working Group Updates 
  

 Staffing:  
 

Playground:  Discuss the Inspection report -  Postponed until next month’s meeting.  Cllr Brabham 
suggests a piece of fencing is fixed as a matter of urgency.  David Hards will fix this within his hours of 
work. 
 
Youth:  The youth bus is still continuing on Tuesday evenings until the end of the year and they still need 
a key to the gate.  Well attended. Reminded again of the grant application available if needed. 
 

BMX Track: Survey/report from Persimmons is of interest, why did they conduct a report? Lisamarie to 
find out more and get a copy of this. A figure of £500,000 was discussed at the Persimmons meeting. 
 
Finance:  Agree the purchase of a Remembrance Day wreath – Agree up to £20. Proposed and agreed.  
Cllr Warman will attend the Service. 

 

Events: Meeting taken place, Christmas card advertised and expecting competition entries by Friday 28th 
October.  Christmas card distribution – would need at least 4 people/children to deliver.  4 zones, 
Redrow, Westbere Edge into Chislet Gardens and the divide Hersden village into 2.  Then a responsible 
adult to do the Road.  Taken details from a member of the public so we have a potential work force for 
the delivering of the Christmas Cards.   
Cllr Austin has been in touch again with the Military Band. 
 
Beautification: Cllr McMahan will arrange a photograph for the work done by Mears and the possibility 
of another tree on the other side of the bench to create shade.  Flowerboxes on the main road, the 
lavender has been trimmed back by David Hards.  Bulbs have been planted ready for the spring. 
 

Community Safety Group: Winter months, securing properties, get the community warden involved for 
an evening neighbourhood watch meeting. Suggested we purchase a smaller batch of security cameras 
this year or just concentrate on LED lights as a community safety device. Attack alarms. Agree £2500 for 
community safety. Proposed Cllr Austin, Seconded Cllr Brabham, all agreed. 
 
Training: Cllr Austin will get access for Lisamarie and Cllr Warman to KALC to view the training courses. 
 

142/22  Concerns over the speed along the A28 and the unaccompanied children at the bus stops by Spires  
  Academy. Resident raised concerns to Cllr Brabham, KCC were contacted approx. 2 years ago about  
  railing, footpath isn’t wide enough.   Spires have been contacted and concerns raised. 
      
143/22 Councillor Vacancies – Another Facebook advert to be done. 
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144/22 Any other business – To contact Tilly regarding the Dance classes and another Grant application can be 
 requested. 
   

145/22 Date of the next meeting 
 The next Ordinary meeting to be held on Tuesday 8th November 2022.  
 
 There being no other business the Meeting was closed at 20:24. 


