1

Hersden Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on

18th February 2020 at 7.00 pm at Hersden Neighbourhood Centre
Present              :      Cllrs Austin (in the Chair), A Brabham, J Brabham, Carden, Dekker, Llewellyn, McMahan & Waite
In attendance  :      Mr. Eaton, Clerk to the Council, KCC Cllr Marsh, CCC Cllr Glover and three members of the public
Cllr Austin opened the Meeting by thanking everyone for attending and asking that all mobile devices are switched off as they were a distraction and not to interrupt people when they were speaking
12/20 Apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from CCC Cllr Harvey-Quirke
13/20 Declarations of Councillor’s Interests regarding items on the Agenda
There were no declarations of Cllr’s interests regarding items on the Agenda
14/20 Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th January 2020 and Matters Arising
After a brief discussion the Clerk was asked to amend the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th January 2020 as it had been agreed at the Meeting to accept the quote from Wicksteed for the playground repairs
Clerk
15/20 Public discussion
There was a general discussion regarding localised flooding in St Albans Road and the unlit alleyway off Sutton Road into St Albans. Cllr McMahan illustrated this by showing various photographs of both areas. It was agreed that in the first instance these issues should be reported to CCC Cllr Harvey-Quirke 
Clerk 
16/20 KCC & CCC Cllrs reports

KCC Cllr Marsh updated on KCC’s budget for 2020/2021 which had recently been approved and the VE Day celebrations – Cllr Marsh Kindly offered a grant of £500 towards these
CCC Cllr Glover reported on CCC’s budget for 2020/2021 and the relocation of the Council offices as the current offices were no longer ‘fit for purpose’
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Action by:
The Clerk read the written report from CCC Cllr Harvey-Quirke – has been appointed to the new Housing Working Group working on the transition to ‘in house’ management of services from East Kent Housing. Cllr Harvey-Quirke had requested that the Leader abolishes the 20% premium charge on early morning parking in Canterbury which was subsequently agreed 
17/20 Chair Cllrs and Clerk’s reports

Cllr Austin reported that she had attended a website accessibility course (along with Cllr Dekker and the Clerk), an informal evening meeting with Westbere and Sturry PCs (along with Cllr Dekker) and CCC organised workshops (Local Plan and Visionary)
Cllr Dekker reported that he had attended the website course, the evening meeting with Westbere and Sturry PCs and was manning the Parish Office on Tuesday mornings
Cllr Carden reported that she had attended the Local Plan workshop and was working on the forthcoming Parish Council led litter pick
18/20 Correspondence received

Email re proposed visit to Hoplands

PCSO report for January 2020 
Email from CCC re call for sites 2020
Email from CCC re Draft Corporate Plan 2020-2022 consultation

Email re The Lord – Lieutenant of Kent’s Civic Service
Contact form on website re strip of land adjacent to Playground – Clerk to reply matter under investigation
Clerk

Invitation to Canterbury & District Neighbourhood Watch 2020 Conference and AGM

Letter and poster re ‘Keep Kent Clean’

Contact form on website re parked cars on The Avenue – Clerk to reply Highways have already surveyed the area and more yellow lines are unlikely
Clerk
Email from Serco re damaged fence panels at the corner of Maple Gardens (number 14) and The Avenue. Cllr A Brabham stated that the fence was the responsibility of CCC and had historic documents relating to this. The Clerk was asked to contact CCC regarding this matter

Clerk
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19/20 Planning and Enforcement matters

New Planning Applications

19/10107 – two storey building containing x5 apartments following demolition of Surgery

The Surgery, St Alban’s Road

Dealt with between meetings by email and objection comments were made to CCC. It was noted that the application had since been withdrawn
20/00100 – seeking approval of reserved matters relating to erection of a nursery and parking

Hoplands Farm, Island Road

There were no objections to this application
20/00265 – erection of x2 electricity sub stations

Hoplands Farm, Island Road

There were no objections to this application (one abstention)
Decided Planning Applications

There were no decided planning applications to note
20/20 Finance matters 
The following accounts were approved for payment
                                                                                                                      £
Cheque No 300025 D Hards, RGT salary                                               53.37

Cheque No 300024 J Caddick, grounds maintenance                 1087.92
Cheque No 300026 G Eaton, Clerk’s salary and expenses              383.75    
Cheque No 300027 J Caddick, grounds maintenance                   271.98
Cheque No 300028 Printedstuff4u, high viz vests                                 38.87
Cheque No 300029 Zurich, annual insurance                                    290.52
To consider opening a Savings/Investment Account
The Clerk outlined the advice received from KALC which was that any monies invested should be in a traditional bank account covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme which provides protection of deposits of up to £85000. The Clerk was asked to research what accounts were available
Clerk

Grounds maintenance contract from 2020
The Grounds maintenance contract previously circulated by Cllr Austin was discussed. Some minor amendments were agreed. It was further agreed that the contract should run for 3 years 
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i.e. 2020/2023. It was agreed that tenders would be sought from known contractors and a tender notice to be placed in the local papers. Clerk to produce tender notice 
Clerk

Repairs to equipment and resurfacing works at the playground

It was noted that it had been agreed at the last Meeting to accept the quote from Wicksteed for the repairs to the playground equipment and the Clerk was asked to place the order. It was agreed to seek additional quotes for the resurfacing works that were required
Cllrs J Brabham Dekker & Waite

Other Finance Matters

There was a general discussion regarding the financial contribution expected from Sturry Parish Council and the long delays. It was agreed that this matter should be escalated to Suzi Wakeham at CCC

Clerk

21/20 To adopt the Co-option of a Cllr policy
The Co-option of a Cllr policy previously circulated by Cllr Austin was discussed and a minor amendment agreed. Once finalised Clerk to send to a copy to all candidates interested in the Cllr vacancy

Clerk

22/20 VE Day celebrations

It was agreed that this would be discussed under item 23/20 – Working Groups

23/20 Working Groups

There was a general discussion about setting up various Working Groups for specific projects

The following Working Groups and membership was agreed:

Play/Open Spaces                   Cllrs J Brabham Dekker & Waite
Events/VE Day                           Cllrs A Brabham Carden & Llewellyn

Website                                      Cllrs Austin J Brabham & Clerk

Annual Parish Meeting             Cllrs Austin A Brabham Carden & Clerk

Young People                           Cllrs Carden McMahan & Waite

Planning                                     Cllrs Austin A Brabham Dekker & Llewellyn

Finance                                      Cllrs Austin A Brabham McMahan & Clerk

Cllr Austin asked each Group to nominate a Chair and report to the next Meeting
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24/20 Any other business
Cllr Austin gave a report on the CCC Local Plan workshop which everyone felt was very helpful. Useful information was provided about transport, community facilities and housing

Cllr J Brabham spoke about the next edition of the Community Newsletter and it was agreed that Cllr Llewellyn would draft an article from the Parish Council
Cllr Llewellyn 
There was a discussion about the recording of Parish Council Meeting and it was agreed that the March 2020 Meeting would be recorded

It was confirmed that the Parish Council led litter pick would take place on 29th March (weather permitting). It was agreed that Cllr Carden would finalise the arrangements and liaise with CCC

Cllr Carden

25/20 Date of next Meeting
It was agreed that the next Parish Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday 10th March 2020 at 7.00 pm at Hersden Neighbourhood Centre 

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 9.05 pm
