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Hersden Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely via Zoom 
on 28th July 2020 at 7.00 pm 

Present              :      Cllrs L Austin (in the Chair), K Dekker, A Brabham, J Brabham, R Llewellyn & T McMahan
In attendance  :      Mr. Eaton, Clerk to the Council

Cllr Austin opened the Meeting by thanking everyone for participating and set out the ‘rules’ for the Meeting
69/20 Apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from Cllr Carden, KCC Cllr Marsh and S Beeney, Community Warden
70/20 Declarations of Councillor’s Interests regarding items on the Agenda
Cllrs A & J Brabham declared an interest in item 77/20 - Parking concerns at the Bowls Club/Acacia Drive
There were no other declarations of Cllr’s interests regarding items on the Agenda
71/20 Minutes of the Meeting held on 23rd June 2020 and Matters Arising

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 23rd June 2020 were approved
Matters arising -
Cycle path at Spires – Clerk to follow up on the email sent to the Principal of Spires Academy
Defibrillator – the discounted defibrillator scheme offered by The British Heart Foundation has been paused during the pandemic. It was agreed to wait until the scheme reopens to compare their defibrillator and cabinet costings with those offered by London Hearts
Burial rights at Sturry cemetery – it has been confirmed that Hersden residents would only pay the same fees as Sturry residents
Hersden Neighbourhood Watch Group – a face to face or remote meeting was planned for early September to progress setting up a scheme
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Action by:
72/20 Public discussion
There were no members of the public present
73/20 KCC & CCC Cllrs reports
The Clerk read the PCSO’s report for June 2020
No other reports had been received

74/20 Chair Cllrs and Clerk’s reports

Cllrs Austin & McMahan had worked with D Hards, RGT, on implementing sanitising procedures for the playground equipment
Cllrs J Brabham & Dekker had met with the PCSO to discuss the anti-social behaviour problem
Cllr Carden had reported incidents of fly tipping and broken streetlights
75/20 Correspondence received

Email from CCC re ‘our future district to 2040 consultation’

Emails re marking out a running track near the pavilion

Email re KCC’s 2020/2021 budget review

Emails re transfer of land from Sturry Parish Council – it was agreed that initially the Clerk should discuss this with CCC’s M Archer                                                                                                    Clerk 
Emails from Wicksteed and RoSPA re annual playground inspection

Email from CCC re relaunch of the enforcement quarterly update

76/20 Planning and Enforcement matters

New Planning Applications

20/01188 – phase 2 reserved matters re access, landscaping, scale and layout for 74 dwellings

Hoplands Farm, Island Road

Circulated between meetings – no comments received

20/01289 – erection of 23 commercial units for light industrial use

Stones Way, Lakesview International Business Park
Circulated between meetings – no comments received
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Decided Planning Applications

There were no decided planning applications to note
77/20 Parking concerns at the Bowls Club/Acacia Drive
There was a general discussion regarding parking problems at the Bowls Club/Acacia Drive. It was agreed that the Clerk should contact CCC parking enforcement to request a site visit to look at possible solutions                                                                                                                 Clerk
78/20 Finance matters 
The following accounts were approved for online payment:
                                                                                                                           £
D Hards                       RGT salary                                                                 £56.68

G Eaton                      Clerk’s salary & expenses                                       £363.75

J Caddick                   Grounds maintenance                                          £306.99 incl VAT of £51.16

Inland Revenue         Clerk’s tax (3 months @ £83.40 month)                £250.20

To consider opening a Savings/Investment Account
After a discussion it was unanimously agreed that £30,000 should be invested in the Virgin Money 1-year fixed term account @ 0.70% AER as this still appeared to be the best option 
Clerk to obtain paperwork for Cllrs signature                                                                               Clerk                                                                                  
To consider quotes for the resurfacing works at the playground
The quotes received from Wicksteed and Koolplay were considered. It was agreed to accept Koolplay’s quote for £3649.20 plus VAT. Clerk to place order                                                    Clerk
To agree overtime hours for the RGT during COVID-10 restrictions

It was agreed to write to David Hards, RGT, to thank him for his hard work cleaning and sanitising the playground. It was also agreed that during the current COVID-19 restrictions David should work 8.50 hours overtime per week. It was agreed that this would be reviewed on 8th September 2020                                                                                                                          Clerk                                                                        
To agree a budget for the gardening project at The Sycamores
There was a general discussion about a gardening project on land at the junction to The Sycamores. It was agreed that initially enquires should be made about possibly relocating the Street name plate and the Post Box                                                                                              Clerk
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79/20 Working Groups update

There were no updates of note 

80/20 Any other business
There was a general discussion about the problems of intermittent low water pressure in parts of the Parish and it was suggested that a representative from Southern Water be invited to a Meeting to discuss. In the meantime, a notice would be placed on the Council’s Facebook page encouraging residents to report the problem to Southern Water
81/20 Date of next Meetings
It was agreed that an Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting would be held on Thursday 13th August 2020 at 7.00 pm remotely via Zoom to consider and approve the 2019/2020 AGAR (Annual Governance and Accounting Return) and repainting works at the playground
It was agreed that the next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday 8th September 2020 at 7.00 pm at the Hersden Community Centre (or remotely via Zoom)
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.38 pm
