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Hersden Parish Council
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_Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hersden Parish Council held
on Tuesday 10" June 2025 at 7.00 pm. At Hersden Neighbourhood Centre

Councillors, D Almond, A Brabham, J Brabham, E Berceanu, P Glover, P Hatton, R Llewellyn, C Warman,
CCC Harry McKenzie, Community Warden Roger Lithgow

HPC’s Clerk Lisamarie Foster
HPC’s Caretaker David Hards

Apologies for Absence and reason for absence
KCC Councillor Keji Moses

Declarations of Councillor’s interests regarding items on the Agenda

"To approve the minutes of the following Meeting

13t May 2025

Cllr J Brabham proposed and ClIr Berceanu seconded and all councillors agreed they were a true record of the
meeting, and the Chairman duly signed them.

Matters arising not agenda items

Email received from Mr Moors at Spires Academy, would like our support with some safety concerns after an
accident involving a school child whilst crossing the A28. We will arrange a meeting with Highways to ask for
advice on what can be done to make the area safer. We will also discuss the accidents at the roundabout.

David Hards ROSPA training course expires, this will be booked as it is a legal requirement, the course takes place
in Sittingbourne on October 7.

Public discussion on items on the agenda
David Hards reported on behalf of residents, the overgrown hedge causing an issue with visibility when exiting
the junction, Clerk has written a letter to the resident.

KCC & CCC Clir Reports; Police & Community Warden Reports

Community Warden Report — Report circulated to Councillors and Roger Lithgow read out the report. In
addition, a welfare check was requested, both the Clerk and Community Warden liaised and the resident is fine.
Clir Jack Brabham requested a follow up with Social Services.

CCC Councillor report — Report circulated to Councillors and read out by Councillor Harry McKenzie. An ongoing
issue with the fencing/boundary with a resident and the Colliery Club. A spike in illegal parking on the estate,
we are helping as much as we can with regards to blocked driveways. The website can be used to report illegal
parking. Missed bins due to obstructions. The Parish Councils request for yellow lines was completely
disregarded so Harry suggests we forward him our map and he will liaise with Richard Jenkins. Cllr Alimond
mentions some fly tipping that hasn’t been removed, Clir McKenzie will look into this.

Chair, Clirs, Clerk and Caretakers reports

Chair — Installed x3 litter bins, sorted the.gov.uk domain and made that live but the email addresses still need
to be sorted. Lots of communication with the police and the Council regarding a property/resident near the
school, this is causing some concerns to residents. A street light at the bottom of the avenue/the Elms has been
reported twice and CCC are finally dealing with the issue.

Looking into the ownership of the land outside the play park and the Colliery club, persimmons have looked at
the maps and reported that KCC own the land. This area needs maintaining as it is unsafe.

Redrow have agreed to purchase and install a notice board for the Parish Council.

Dealing with the hedgerow on the A28
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I have been looking at the possibility of putting a porta cabin/container style toilet in the play park, it wouldn’t
need a water supply. | will look at prices and bring them back to a future meeting.

We still need to look at the signage for outside the play area, we have had a busy month, also looking at the
possibility of a 20mph speed limit through the village.

Cllr Berceanu asks about the Amazon Locker installation, this is being installed in the Community Centre car park
and has been organised by the community Centre.

ClIr Ross Llewellyn — The banner is being delivered to the community Centre, we don’t have the invoice yet. The
banner can be used at the Miners Festival on the 315 July 2025.

Clir P Hatton - | have been approached by a resident, wanting a litter bin by the industrial estate near the
roundabout. David Hards mentions the bins we have put in are being used, they are full. Clir Jack Brabham
proposes we purchase x3 new bins provided the council will empty them with a 10% price increase on the
previous purchase, Cllr Berceanu seconded, all agreed. X2 bins by Lakesview and x1 on Redrow.

Clerk - The accounts and AGAR have taken up all of my time lately, once this is submitted | will be able to resume
business as usual. I still need to look into the defibrillator training and contact the fire brigade, the signage for
the park and | will now book the Play inspection. | need to upload the policies and procedures and new KALC
Templates we have previously agreed. VAT return is almost done ready to submit.

Caretaker — Not too bad at the moment, broken glass in the play park. St Albans fly tipping has been reported.
Rubbish cleared by the welfare club, this was a fox.

Correspondence received:

Road closures in Kent

KALC/NALC training schedules and newsletters circulated to Councillors

Letter from the Pensions Regulator

Invitation to Bread, Cheese and Ale Feast from Westbere Parish Council.

Older persons’ accommodation review consultation — This was circulated and Harry mentions this in his report.
Potential locations for tree planting email from CCC — Clerk to respond stating we have trees coming already so
thank you but we do not require any more.

KALC - Changes to the Model Standing orders— The changes to the Model Financial Regulations are read out
and noted. The new document will be uploaded to our website.

Planning & Enforcement Matters:
None

Financial Matters

AGAR Sign off

82/25 (a) Internal Auditor attended 5/6/25 and completed the annual audit report 24/25
82/25 (b) Section 1 24/25 approved completed and Signed

82/25 (c) Accounting Statements 24/25 approved completed and Signed by the chair

The AGAR forms will be sent to the External Auditor Mazars, the accounts will be available for public viewing,
the 30 day window will commence 12t June 2025 to the 23 July 2025.

Accounts for payment (Appendix 1)

x2 Clirs checked the list of payments against the invoices/pay slips/statements/receipts and signed the papers
as they corresponded with the Appendix. Payments Proposed by Clir J Brabham and Seconded by Clir Almond,
All agreed.

Banking sign-off (monthly rotation) ClIr Berceanu and Clir Llewellyn.

Working Group updates
Staffing:
Playground:

- G705

Signed




84/25

85/25

Hersden Parish Council ,_

Youth: ¥
BMX Track: ¥
Einance:

Events: still need to look into the open air cinema

Beautification:

Community Safety:

Training: Transfer of Assets Training and Clerks Forum, Clerk to book on, overtime authorised.

Any other business: The KALC EGM 19% June, if anyone can attend please, Clerk is unable to due to school pick
up.

Roger Lithgow states he has access to Spires academy during the lunch hour to mingle with the school children
and staff to find out if they have any issues, he is aware of some children in the local travelling community that
do not attend school.

Cllr Harry McKenzie suggests we email him with our views on the local government Reorganisation.

Clerk has spoken to Giles Seaford regarding the Pavilion and the unsafe netting overhanging the pitch, the
pavilion is still in the planning process and the netting will be repaired when they hire a cherry picker for several
jobs in the area. The recreation ground isn’t officially being used, any training taking place hasn’t been booked.
The Pavilion plans were changed slightly due to sport England’s input; the kitchenette is slightly bigger.

Date of the next meeting: 8t July 2025

There being no other business the Meeting was closed at 8.16pm.




